Vikrama and the cow that grants every wish (Wish-cow}
And when the king askt " Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said:
** O king,
In Avantl-city the noble King Vikrama held complete sway. One time the noble
Purandara [Indra], whose glorious feet are worshipt by the thirty-two lacs [a lac is
100,000] of gods and divine nymphs, said in the heavenly assembly: " Hear, ye gods!
At present in the world of men there is no other blessed man, eminent in devotion to
saving the lives of others, than Vikrama." Hearing these words of the king of the gods,
all the gods and divine nymphs reflected in their hearts, their eyes smiling in astonish-
ment: " Ah, blessed indeed is this King Vikrama, since the king of the gods himself
praises him thus." At this time a certain god said to his friend, not believing the words
of the king of the gods:
1.   " Rumor and argument should hi every case be accepted only subject to a
review of the real facts, even as life is declared to be first in importance, rather
than the fortunes of kingship."
Hearing this the second god, his friend, said: " Then let us two go down there ourselves
and investigate." Thus determining, both the gods came to the earth to make trial
of Vikrama. At this time Vikrama was wandering alone in the forest, carried astray
by his horse. Then one of them took the form of a cow, lean of body, and went and
stood in a swamp, sunk in the mud, and at the sight of the king began to bellow. Hear-
ing this sound the king went thither, and dismounting from his horse compassionately
tried to pull the cow out of the mud. Thereupon the second god took the form of a
lion, making the earth-circle tremble with the strokes of his tail, and hurting the ears
of all animals with his lion's roar. And seeing this seeming lion the king reflected:
2.   " There are thousands of beasts of prey in the forest, pufft up with arrogance
and prowess; but this lion alone do we praise for his majesty, that is superior to
all.   At his haughty roar the crowds of boars quit their play, the passionate
elephants their intoxication (of lust), wild men [ ? nahala] their chatter, and
buffaloes their jealous rivalry.
Therefore if I abandon this feeble bellowing cow and go away, this lion will kill her
in a minute. So this night I shall stay right here and guard her. Por if a man has the
power, and does not perform his duty to his lord, or prevent a misfortune to a friend,
or save the helpless, or keep his own word, or grant a favor askt, or help others, no one
is so foolish as he." So the king, sword in hand, guarded the cow thru the night. And
in the morning the two gods appeared before him, and told him of IndraJs eulogy and
the reason for their own coming, and being gratified gave him a boon. The king said:
** By your grace I have everything; there is nothing that I need." Then they two said:
*f lie sight of a deity is never in vain; so take this Cow of Wishes [!] here." So the
two gods gave her to him, and departed. But the king took the Cow of Wishes, and
as he was returning to his own city he was askt for alms by a certain beggar. And
fearing to refuse a request he gave him the Cow of Wishes. In the words of the verse:
3.   Ah, this Vikrama is the (only) generous man upon earth; upon request he
gave away the Cow of Wishes, given him by gods who had heard him praised by
the king of the gods, and had tested him*
Therefore, 0 king, if such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this
throne,
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